






1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The procedures and fonns presented in this document are provided to the councils 
of governments (COGs) as recommendations for fulfilling the FY 2004/2005 regional solid 
waste grant contract requirements for work to complete the statewide inventory of 
municipal solid waste landfills. 

2.0 LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS 

An inventory of closed municipal solid waste landfill units is required to be compiled by each 
COG under §363.064(a)(10) of the Texas Health & Safety Code, as amended by Senate Bill 

1447, 76th Texas Legislature. Per the statutory provisions, the inventory is to include: 

a. landfill units no longer in operation;
b. the exact boundaries of each former landfill unit or, if the exact boundaries are not

known, the best approximation of each unit's boundaries;
c. a map showing the approximate boundaries of each former landfill unit, if the exact

boundaries are not !mown;
d. the current owners of the land on which the former landfill units were located; and,
e. the current use of the land.

In addition to the requirements for compiling the inventory, §363.064(b) includes requirements 
for the COG to notify landowners and the county clerk of the location of the landfills. It is 
recommended that a notification and deed recordation process not be conducted until the 
regional inventory is completed and incorporated into the regional solid waste management plan, 
through the plan amendment and approval process. 

3.0WHAT IS A CLOSED MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE LANDFILL? 

TCEQ's MSW regulations (30 TAC §330.951) include the following definition of a "closed 
municipal solid waste landfill": 

A discrete area of land or an excavation that has received only municipal solid waste or 
municipal solid waste combined with other solid wastes, including but not limited to 
construction/demolition waste, commercial solid waste, nonhazardous sludge, 
conditionally exempt small-quantity generator hazardous waste, and industrial solid 
waste, and that is not a land application unit, suiface impoundment, injection well, or 
waste pit as those terms are defined by 40 CFR §257.2 (EPA Regulations). 

Under this definition, both permitted and unpermitted landfills are to be included in the 
inventory, with no specific minimum size limit. There is no additional definition of a closed 

municipal solid waste landfill beyond that provided above. TCEQ offers the following guidance 
in detennining whether a site should be considered as a closed municipal solid waste landfill: 
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